
Who in on the Budget Commitee? 
Budget Committee is chaired by the Vice President of Finance, an Executive Board 
Member of United Student Government. This position is elected by the student body. 
There are also 2-4 USG Representatives who volunteer for the position. The remaining 
5-7 members are selected by a committee of 3 Administrators and 3 Students (See 
Student Activities Council section in the Student Handbook.)

What does the BC do?  
The Budget Committee is responsible for allocating all of the Student Activities Monies 
to student run clubs and organizations on campus. (i.e. that $120 charge on your tuition 
bill, which becomes the collective Student Activities Contingency.)   

The committee meets weekly to decide on individual appeals, however, the majority of 
funding is decided on Budget Day from the semester budgets that are required from 
each club toward the end of each semester.

What is the difference between a referendum club and the rest of the clubs?  
Referendum clubs are granted a certain sum of money each semester. This is 
determined by the Student Activities Council. A club is likely to be considered for 
referendum status if it consistently does the same programming and incurs similar 
expenses from semester to semester. If you think your club may be eligible, please 
email usgbudgetcmt@fordham.edu. 

How do I submit an appeal? 
Appeal forms are available in OSL&CD in the spinning wood turnstyle in the front of the 
office (near the student workers.) The form is also available on this website, along with 
a sample appeal for those who have never written one before and feel that they need 
some guidance. 

All appeals must be placed in the VP of Finances Mailbox (in the OSL&CD Resource 
Room) by 5pm on Friday to be considered for the following Wednesdays meeting. 
Appeals may be submitted via e-mail to usgbudgetcmt@fordham.edu until Midnight on 
Friday.

What information should be included on my appeal? 
AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, however the following things will be expected: date, time and 
location of event and itemized cost being appealed for. Keep in mind that it may not be 
in a clubs best interest to wait until the last minute to appeal for necessary funding, as 
the committee may have additional questions or request further information after the 
first consideration. Once the date of an event has passed, the committee may not 
approve funding. 

How can I be sure the committees questions are answered?
All clubs are welcome to come to the Budget meetings, promptly at 2:30. You are invited 
to present your appeal and answer any immediate questions the committee has. 
However, this does not eliminate the possibility that they will ask for further information. 
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If I have a question, who should I contact? 
The first resource for clubs is this website. However, if your question cannot be 
answered by the general information stated here, contact your clubs liaison. (See Club 
Liaison and Contact Information Attachment.) In the event that a liaison is unresponsive, 
or is unable to answer the question, you may email usgbudgetcmt@fordham.edu to get 
a response from the Vice President of Finance. If neither of these student 
representatives are able to assist you, feel free to contact the Assistant Director for 
Programming.  

What can SAC Funds be used for?
Club operational and programming expenses, within the scope of ones club mission 
statement. If you feel your mission statement is not representative of your club, or are 
not sure where to a find an updated version of your constitution, contact the Vice 
President of Operations or the Assistant Director for Leadership.

What CANT SAC Funds be used for?
Any event that has already occurred, events that are not within the scope of ones club, 
prizes, donations, alcoholic beverages or bartenders, anything prohibited by the 
University Code of Conduct. Start up costs for fundraisers, which are highly 
recommended, may not exceed $300. Refreshments are limited to $7/person if there is 
a formal program included and $15/person if the event is catered. Speakers who are 
affiliated with Fordham (i.e. Faculty Members or Administrators) may not be paid with 
Student Activities Money. They may receive an honorarium, or token of thanks, which is 
not to exceed $25.00.  Any event that has already occurred, events that are not within 
the scope of ones club, prizes, donations, alcoholic beverages or bartenders, anything 
prohibited by the University Code of Conduct.

Do I need the Budget Committees permission to use my clubs self-generated 
funds?
NO. Use of Self-Generated funds does not have to be approved by the Budget 
Committee. However, use of these funds must be consistent with all University policies 
(i.e. May not be used for the purchase of alcoholic beverages etc.) All receipts for Self-
Generated Funds must be submitted to Meredith Crain for approval in order to receive 
the full reimbursement.

What must I do to ensure that my club is in good standing and can request funds 
from the Budget Committee? 
All Treasurers and presidents will have to attend a Basic Training Workshop before they 
will be permitted to access funds allocated by the Budget Committee. This is to ensure 
that students understand all relevant processes and prevents the misuse of funds.  

All operations paperwork must be current for the semester in order for the club to 
request funding from the Budget Committee.
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